H2Student

Changing the way the world studies abroad

Contribute to the World: Create Global

Access to Clean Water




Mission

Statemen

H2Student is an organization dedicated to enhancing the study abroad
experience by putting students in the position to change the world.
Students will contribute first hand toward providing better clean water
access for people in developing countries.

H2St udent envisions a world were
student is simply a tourist in a country while studying there. We envision
students becoming active contributors to bettering the lives of the people
in the area they travel to.

Students will band together in teams and work together with local
cititzens to build a better future for water access in countries such as
Tanzania, Botswana, Angola, Morocco, Syria, Jordan and sites in India.
Together, the students in H2Student will change the world.
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The Experience...

...H2Student is a combination of
immersion into a new environment,
exploration with a team of new friends and
work to improve the globe...

H2Student promotes homestay living where
students live with a family during their stay in the
country. This gives the students a chance to
experience the culture of the region and learn the
local ways and philosophies. H2Student encoural
ges students to engage in their environment when
ever possible.

Living with a new
family in a new place
can be overwhelming
for some students, so
students will be
included in a small
team which will act as
their liaison to home.
This team is a
creation of about 10-
15 students who will
work and travel
together throughout
their stay.
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This allows for students to develop a close knit
group of friends. This team will travel on weekend

excursions together on the weekends, and work
together on the site during the week. Teams often
join together to on work sites so students will meet

a wide variety of people during their stay.
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Student Voices

Name: Jenny Smith

School: Temple University
Year: Junior

Major: Political Science
Favorite Food: Cheese Steak

A H2Student was the best abroad experience |
have ever been on. | studied abroad in Spain
my sophomore year, and it was fun, but it

di dndt seem meaningful
students studying abroad and just drinking
and partying in another country. They take no
time and put in no effort to actually indulge
themselves in the culture. | felt like | actually
contributed to the world when traveled with
H2Student. | lived with a Tanzanian family and
learned all about their family lifestyle and the
make up of the community. | worked with my
team to build water run off diverters to prevent
flooding and | helped install filtering systems
in local wells. It was amazing . 0

As well as providing students the chance to engage
in a life-changing experience, H2Student focuses
on providing better water accessibility to people
around the world. Students will work with their
team, other teams and with local engineers to work
toward better water accessibility in the region.
Students will repair water pipes, dig wells, build
drainage systems, treat water, teach locals about
water safety, build storm drains, assemble water
collectors, and build all sorts of technologies that
will maximize water efficiency in the specific
region.
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The Issue...

...Water is a fundamental right,
independent of market supply. This
principle is becoming harder and harder
to follow with overpopulation, polluted
waters, inadequate treatment, and
increasing demand for water in
agriculture and industry...

Throughout history, water has always been a
precious and sacred resource to humans. It is
the essential driving force behind all life.

Whether animal, plant or environment, all

subjects on Earth use water differently, but
value it equally. Eart
an equilibrium between water consumption

and water production.

But recently, human consumption of water has
thrown off the balance. The same amount of
water is being produced, but with human
population growth and changes in lifestyles,
human consumption is increasing. Suddenly,
the earth is facing s
most important resource. Not only that,
humans have tainted the cycle by polluting the
environment. Rain is more acidic and harmful
to plants and animals because of man made
pollutants in the air. Rivers and other
freshwater resources are contaminated with
human waste. Because of our detrimental and
unequal way of using water, many people have
suffered.

As a result, humans live in a world where some

people have all the clean water they want while

others can barely find enough water to make it
AT

through the day. People in developed countries
benefit from good water infrastructure and treatment

plants that carry clean water to anyone who needs it.
In the developing world, there is no such
infrastructure to provide water to citizens. These
countries face adversities like climate, infrastruc-
ture, money and social situations that make it hard
for water to flow to their. There is a water access
disparity between developed and undeveloped

countries. Many people are suffering because they
get

canot enough water.
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Fact Box

-About 1.1 billion people lack access to clean water
and some 2.6 billion are without good sanitation

- Those same 1.1 billion people use about 1.3 gallons
of water a day while the average American citizen
uses 40 gallons of water a day.

- A child born in the developed world consumes
thirty to fifty times more water than a child from the
developing world.

- The population has tripled since the beginning of
the 20t century and is expected to grow by 50% in
the next 50 years.1 Most of the population will move
to urban environments where water supply is in high
demands.

-By 2010, 51.3 percent of
live in urban areas.

-Only 2.5% of the eart hos
(drinkable).

- Of that 2.5%, 68.9% of the fresh water is currently
locked in glaciers and another 30.8% is stored under
ground.
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This | s Where

... With the help from students like
you, H2Student can help fight the water
access disparity ¢é

How Will Students Help ?

Students will volunteer on a site with the rest of
their team. Teams of 10 to 15 students will work
together and with locals during the week to plan

Y On weekends, H2Student offers weekly excursions

to local spots of interest. These spots include
beautiful hikes, museums, historical sites and other

towns and cities.

and create better water access systems for the =&

region.
What Kind of Work is Involved ?

Students and locals will come up with plans that
are designed for a specific region that will help
improve water access. This involves creating
elaborate pipe ways, building better and efficient
well designs, creating and building filtering and
purifying stations, building drainage and run off
systems, designing water holding chambers and
other such work. Students will also help inform
locals of the importance of clean water.
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What is a Given Week Like?

Students will work a majority of the day on the site
with many breaks and plenty of leisure time. It can
be hot and sunny so students spread work out
throughout most of the day. After a given day of
work on a site, team members are encouraged to
explore the area together. Students will then
return to their homes for the night. Breakfast and
diner are provided by the host family while lunch
is provided by H2Students. During the week,
H2Student holds small activities and social events
to encourage team interaction.
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What Is a Homestay?

A homestay means that you will be living with a
host family. A host family is a family that has
volunteered to have you live in their home and
receives money in return. They will provide you
with basic living conditions like a room, a type bed,
two meals a day and hospitality. It is a crucial way
to engaging in the regions culture.

Student Voices

Name: Justin Johnson
School: University of Maryland
Year: Senior

Major: Engineering

Favorite Food: Pizza

fi My homestay was amazing. | developed an
awesome relationship with my family. The were
very nice to
think my study abroad would be quite the same if
didnét do a homestay.
H2Student to be a very helpful program. | not

only learned things about infrastructure, |

actually got to build and contribute my knowledge
toward improving the lives of others. Plus, this
looks really good on my resume. | am so glad | got
the opportunity to do this. 0

me, it is a



